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Danger: Provincialism / parochialism / insularism of the
sensitivity analysis community”?

Way forward: being alert to duplications; utilize new
teaching technologies; contextualize sensitivity analysis
both among number crunchers and in the context of
sociology of quantification, engage with other disciplines
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The first offering of Model Thinking drew 60,000 students.
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Simulating the pandemic: What
COVID forecasters canlearnfrom
climate models

Methods that are routine in computation-heavy fields could lead to more reliable pandemic

predictions. David Adam
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Duplications: “ensemble modelling ‘-* in which  ~
thousands of versions of the model are run with a o0
range of assumptions & inputs, to provide a spread ~

of scenarios with different probabilities”
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Danger: cultural obstacles / Cartesian or Ricardian dreams
/ reductionism / procedural utopia
Way forward: engaging with ---
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COMMENT - 24 JUNE 2020 v nature
Five ways to ensure that models serve society: a
manifesto

Pandemic politics highlight how predictions need to be transparent and humble
toinvite insight, not blame.

Engage with other disciplines
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Danger: Technicism / neutrality

Way forward: using SA to engage with fantastic and
‘funny’ numbers; monitoring, vigilance, deconstruction
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the

modern reverence for quanfitative evidence has enabled funny numbers to achieve
primacy. The ascendancy of cost-benefit analysis, risk analysis. and statistical

tests of significance stands in tribute to this ideal.



/
/ POLICY

Mind the assumptions /

Assess uncertainty and sensitivity < e——
Mind the hubris

Complexity can be the enemy of relevance

Mind the framing

Match purpose and context

Mind the consequences

Quantification can backfire.

Mind the unknowns

Acknowledge ignorance



The epistemic community built around ﬂ _f(XM(b

can play a useful (Iead?) role in the monitoring of funny
numbers, provided 1t succeeds in establishing itself as an
authoritative interlocutor






