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My work & thoughts on 
climate 



Integrated assessment 
modelling?



A critique of both the Stern review of 
the impact of climate change and of its 
refutation



A critique of computing ‘increased crime 
rate’ due to climate change to the year 2100



Fantastic numbers?







1.6 planets?

16?

16 hundred?

16 thousand?

…

Infinity?





Climate wars?



The war on climate of 
the Koch brothers: 
chapter 8 of Dark 
Money

Some excerpts of chapter 8, The Fossils, here:
http://www.andreasaltelli.eu/file/repository/Chapter_8sr.pdf 





https://www.ofa.us/

climate-change-

deniers/

https://en.wikipedia.

org/wiki/Organizing

_for_Action



The debate is over! 





Letters
Sun 26 Aug 
2018



Damian Carrington
Fri 7 Sep 2018



Climate-vaccine-
GMO in one bin



Stephan Neidenbach, Nov 19, 2017, https://medium.com/the-
method/the-anti-gmo-movement-is-infested-with-climate-change-
deniers-920a46c9b3ef



Ecomodernist/techno-
optimist narratives: the 
case of geoengineering



Techniques for carbon dioxide 
removal (CDR); 

BECCS (bioenergy with carbon 
capture and storage);

Same trajectory as biofuels? 



10% biofuel in transport by 2020 
(EU target) also to abate CO2 

emissions  

➔> food prices
➔> deforestation
➔< biodiversity   
➔> CO2 emission because of 

fertilizers (nitrous oxide)
➔As much energy in as out! 





According to the same IPCC (2014) 
BECCS (bioenergy with carbon capture and storage)

other CDR (carbon dioxide removal) techniques 
are associated with challenges and 
risks



The Cartesian 
mechanistic  view of 
nature still is still 
dominant in techno 
scientific framing of 
climate change



Western two powerful 
metaphors: “man as master 
and possessor of nature” and 
“nature as a machine”

From the dualism of Greek 
and Christian philosophies to 
our days 

Contrasted with alternative 
metaphors, such as nature as 
a system of systems 



Climate change above 
everything else?



Pollinators and 
fisheries  



The End

@andreasaltelli

Solutions



“While Obama's health-care bill was useful in riling up Tea 

Party protesters, his environmental and energy policies were 

the real Target of Many of the multimillionaires and 

billionaires in the Koch circle.”





“New Haven — BEFORE he fired the shot, the 

Einsatzgruppe commander lifted the Jewish child in the air and 

said, “You must die so that we can live.” As the killing 

proceeded, other Germans rationalized the murder of Jewish 

children in the same way: them or us.”



“Hitler spread ecological panic […] the United States has done 

more than any other nation to bring about the next ecological 

panic […] deniers […] intellectual stance that is uncomfortably 

close to Hitler’s.”



“if mankind is unable to decide how to frame an appropriate 

response to climate change, nature will decide for both—

environmental and economic calamities—as the economy is 

inextricably interconnected with the climate.”

Gabriele Gramelsberger and Johann Feichter Modelling the Climate System: An Overview, in Climate Change and Policy,

DOI 10.1007/978-3-642-17700-2_2, # Springer-Verlag Berlin Heidelberg 2011.


