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Slides from June last year

Voicing concerns from a sociology of quantification, 
critical of the digital twins on epistemological, 

ethical and political grounds 

The planet and its humans do not need more digital entities  



Slides from June last year 



Climate change cannot be the lens through which to 
look at the world’s problems. The war in Syria is not a 
result of climate change  

Rejecting climatic determinism is not a refutation of 
climate change but of its instrumental use 

Hulme explicitly criticizes DestinE (pp. 50 and 132)  



Hulme, Mike. 2023. Climate 

Change Isn’t Everything: 

Liberating Climate Politics 

from Alarmism. 1st edition. 

Medford: Polity.





Resisting AI contrasts optimistic visions 
about AI's … AI may best be seen as a 
continuation and reinforcement of 
bureaucratic forms of discrimination and 
violence, ultimately fostering authoritarian 
outcomes

AI's promise of objective calculability is 
antithetical to an egalitarian and just society

… Based on opaque algorithms – various 
actors can discriminate against categories of 
people in accessing jobs, loans, medical 
care, and other benefits



- Winners and losers, voices to be heard from disciplines and 

societal actors 

- Sociotechnical imaginaries and associated vulnerabilities

A built-in element of reflexivity and critique; an 
anticipatory function; an observatory of 
quantification (and of DestinE itself) to identify: 



A built-in element of reflexivity and critique…

- Alternatives framings, styles and methods  (lenses: system 

ecology, non-Ricardian economics, feminist economics, 

post-normal science…) 



A built-in element of reflexivity and critique…

- Implications of  ‘governing by numbers’, including for 

democratic agency, democratic deliberation and power 

differentials

- Exploding extant and hidden uncertainties

- Appealing to societal creativity for new cases and 

epistemologies    



A built-in element of reflexivity and critique…
• This sentence went lost from the scientific work program 

at the last iteration

• Dropped this, what is left of SSH and of alternative lenses 
in the WP appears more confirmatory than critical    



More material @ andreasaltelli.eu


