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August 25 2023: The politics of modelling is out!

Praise for the volume

"A long awaited examination of the role —and
obligation —of modeling.”

Nassim Nicholas Taleb , Distinguished Professor
of Risk Engineering, NYU Tandon School of
Engineering. Author, of the 5 -volume series
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"A breath of fresh air and a much needed
cautionary view of the ever-widening

dependence on mathematical modeling.”

Orrin H. Pilkey, Professor at Duke University's
Nicholas School of the Environment, co-author

with Linda Pilkey-Jarvis of Useless Arithmetic:
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From the abstract:

é a form of corporate pene
strategic use of the image and legitimacy of science

é cases where lobbyists present themselves as upholder
of the values of the evidendmsed policy, and interested
In the methodological and ethical aspect of science for

policy



From the abstract:

Epistemic ladder: lobbyists move from
guestioninghe evidence to

guestioningts legitimacy, all the way to
creatinga worldview where not only the evidence, but the very

idea of regulation, become Iirrelevant or undesirable
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An epistemic ladder for regulatory el e

Captu e Science, the endless frontier of

regulatory capture
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Epistemic. Invalidating the inference or the
methods

Institutional. Delegitimising and/or
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Political. Promoting a worldview where the
very idea of regulation is undesirable

Credits: https://www.subpng.com/



What Is regulatory
capture?
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Interests affect state intervention in any of its forms,

which can include areas as diverse as the setting of taxes,

the choice of foreign or monetary policy, or the legis/ation
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The Ineluctability of regulatory capture cuts across
schools of economic thought: public interest theory and
regulatory capture theory

Arthur Cecil Pigou
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George J. Stigler
1911 1991




Regulation In the public interest theory Is seen as a need
originating from market failure _ hence the need for
regulatory intervention

Arthur Ceclil Pigou
1877 1959




Regulation In regulatory capture theory Is seen as a
result of particular interests which are favoured by it
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George J. Stigler
1911 1991
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win over majorities when it comes to satisfying their
Interests
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PUBLIC GOODS AND
THE THEORY OF GROUPS
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1932 1998 7




Beryl L. Crowe: a regulatory capture cycle

AAnN agency is created as a result of a period of
social alarm

AEventually, interest groups take control

Aln the final phase, even the staff of the agency
comes from the interest groups it should regulate

The Tragedy Of the 28 November 1969, Volume 166, Number 3909 SCIENCE

Commons Revisited



Beryl L. Crowe: a regulatory capture cycle

A At the end of the cycle the regulators offer to
soclety symbolic assurances, while their day - to-
day job is to favour special interests

The Tragedy of the
Commons Revisited

28 November 1969, Volume 166, Number 3909 SCIE NCE
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reinvigorate and/or create a constituency supportive
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C consumer organizations, environmental groups,
and public interest law firms



A more recent concept. regulatory capitalism, the new
global world order where the importance of rules as a
source of power has increased Iin scope

Copyright Shutterstock.com



Regulatory capitalism

Optimistic view: allowing a more balanced approach to the
distribution of power and resources In favour of the

global poor (evi-Faurpdeo£0T EdA2 ET UOxdOEd: El UNAUT OOd £OEd - O
©1 EEUG] OOdOEd:- EI UNAUOxbd~ £O1T UZANT @Or  dt i Ed! 33! + dOEd!
Scienceb598 (1): 12 _32))

Pessimistic view: act of the tragedy of commodification,
made possible by a subservient and commodified science
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lawsocsci - 040220 - 065454.



Cognitive capture?
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firms do, not because they have been captured

through incentives, but because they have been
EOOUI OEEE"

(DalBopd2a x OE@UOrdvttzrd -2a-°2+! 17 .3d ! pto.a~d!ld.asy@?2y
Policy22: 203 _25)



A battle about

dominating the

soclotechnical
Imaginary

Sheila Jasanoff




How visions of scientific and technological progress
carry with them implicit ideas about public purposes,
collective futures, and the common good

Shella Jasanff




Cognitive capture?

George Lakoft For George Lakoff and Philip
F -3 Mirowski a neoliberal order seems to
"f have won the ideological battle of
= hearts and minds

¥

Philip Mirowski
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IS apparently innocuous but it

suggests that tax Is a burden, as
opposed to what pays public
expenditures

George Lakoff

DON'T THINK OF

i
AN ELEPHANT! Lakoff, G., 2010, Why it Matters How We Frame the Environment,

Environmental Communication: A Journal of Nature and Culture, 4:1, 70

KNOW YOUR VALUES 81.

AND FRAME THE DEBATE

llllllll Lakoff, G., 2004 -vt uxpd©OO~ UdUI 1 ObdOEd £ZO0dENEO|

frame the debate, Chelsea Green Publishing.
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Cognitive capture?

Mirowskli suggests accepting the existence
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Collective consolidating a philosophical

,g credo (market knows best, government is an
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Mont Pelerin Society, Atlas Foundation,
Liberty Fund, Mercatus Center,

Heritage Action, Ethics and Public Policy Center,
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Oxford/AstraZeneca Covid vaccine
research ‘was 97% publicly funded’

Analysis rebuts claim by Boris Johnson that jab was developed
‘because of greed’




What has science to
do with all that?



Power asymmetries in the framing of issues:
those who have the deepest pockets marshal
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Sylvain Laurens

LOBBYISTS AND
BUREAUCRATS IN BRUSSELS

CAPITALISM'S BROKERS

L'!l

..uul'f.','.'.hi -"="'a I m'.'i.m...

Lee Drutman



For both Laurens and Drutman a salient aspect
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better disseminated knowledge/science
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asymmetry could take the form of
an office for Public Lobbying,
offered to citizens on the same
rationale whereby indigent
defendants are provided with
legal counsel by the courts
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Thanks to Erik Millstone
(U. Sussex)



Owen, B. M., & Braeutigam, R., 1978 The regulation game,
Strategic Use of the Administrative Process , Ballinger Press

“dxEOEOCE«xd
regulatory capture
theory

George J. Stigler
1911 1991
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participation of experts, especially academics.

A regulated firm or industry should be prepared
whenever possible to co - opt these experts.

This is most effectively done by identifying the leading
expert in each relevant field and hiring them as
consultants or advisors or giving them research grant or
Ul EdNIT PE"

Owen, B. M., & Braeutigam , R., 1978 The regulation game, : Strategic Use of the Administrative
Process, Ballinger Press



"1 1 @dAEAEUI Ul UbdxEQOUI xEQ@d A
must not be too blatant, for the experts

themselves must not recognize that they have
NO@UdUI ET xdOCI EEUT Ul

Owen, B. M., & Braeutigam , R., 1978 The regulation game, : Strategic Use of the
Administrative Process, Ballinger Press
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Science as a self - service shop for financially
well - endowed customers in need of arguments
(Beck 1992)

‘ Ulrich Beck

Ulrich Beck
992 (1986) (1944 2015)




The next level of corporate capture: the battle for
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Am J Public Health. 2001 November; 91(11): 1749-1757. PMCID: PMC1446868
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Constructing “Sound Science” and “Good

Epidemiology”: Tobacco, Lawyers, and Public
Relations Firms

Elisa K. Ong, MD, MS and Stanton A. Glantz, PhD




‘ANYONE CONCERNED ABOUT THE STATE OF DEMOCRACY SHOULD READ THIS BOOK'
AL GORE

‘FASCINATING AND IMPORTANT' ‘A SIZZLING PAGE-TURNER'
SCIENCE WEST AUSTRALIAN
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HOW A HANDFUL OF SCIENTISTS 0BSCURED

THE TRUTH ON ISSUES FROM TOBACCO SMOKE
T0 GLOBAL WARMING

NAOMI ORESKES & ERIK M. CONWAY

Shortlisted for the 2010 Los Angeles Times Book Prize
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Naomi Oreskes and Erik M. Conway
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Why science’s crisis should not become a

political battling ground

Andrea, Saltelli &



Futures
Volume 104, December 2018, Pages 85-90

Why science’s crisis should not become a

ELSEVIER

political battling ground

| Highlights
« Science’ reproducibility crisis has become a political and

industrial battleground.

« Conservatives and corporate interests use the crisis to weaken
regulations, their opponent deny the existence of even a

reproducibility crisis.
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