
¨ÑÎÒÆÙỄØdÈÑÎÒÆ
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Chapter 3, A Climate of 
dialogue, with Paul - Marie 

Boulanger  



We agree on a lot of controversial issues 
(e.g. on vaccines), but we disagree on the 
relative importance of climate change on a 

scale of impending calamities. 



The present dialogue explores this 
disagreement in a style which remains t˾o 
ÙÍÊdÇÊØÙdÔËdÙÍÊdÆÚÙÍÔ×Ø̃dÈÆÕÆÈÎÙÞpdpacated .
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From concern to alarm, 
from alarm to panic?



https://www.theguardian.com/science/video/2019/jan/25/i
- want - you- to- panic - 16- year - old- greta - thunberg -
issues - climate - warning - at- davos- video

Greta Thunberg



Main narratives: science as victim 
of big oil; if our lifestyles have 
not changed yet it is because of 
the so - called deniers (esp. in the 
US) & their dark money



The war on climate of 
the Koch brothers: 
chapter 8 of Dark 
Money

Some excerpts of chapter 8, The Fossils, here:
http://www.andreasaltelli.eu/file/repository/Chapter_8sr.pdf 



https://rebellion.earth/

Vandana Shiva, Naomi Klein, Noam 
Chomsky, and others call for citizens 
ÙÔdÔ×ÌÆÓÎØÊdËÔ×dÈÑÎÒÆÙÊd̂ÊÒÊ×ÌÊÓÈÞ̃



https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/26/opinion/climate -
change- denial - republican.html



Green New Deal - Joseph 
¸ÙÎÌÑÎÙß~d̆®ÙdÎØdÇÊÙÙÊ×dÙÔd
leave a legacy of financial 
debts, which our children 
can somehow manage, 
than to hand down a 
possibly unmanageable 
ÊÓÛÎ×ÔÓÒÊÓÙÆÑdÉÎØÆØÙÊ×̇

¯ÔØÊÕÍdªrd¸ÙÎÌÑÎÙßpd̆«×ÔÒd¾ÊÑÑÔÜd»ÊØÙØdÙÔdÙÍÊd¬×ÊÊÓd³ÊÜd©ÊÆÑṗdµ×ÔÏÊÈÙd
Syndicate, Jan - 2019.

Joseph Stiglitz



̆¼ÍÆÙÊÛÊ×dthey decide, nations will have 
to reckon with some difficult numbers 
that will ultimately determine whether the 
world can avoid the rapidly approaching 
climate ÒÊÑÙÉÔÜÓ̇



̆¸ÈÎÊÓÙÎØÙØdact as if they held a lease on truth, and they 
must do this for the outside world, because their entire 
position depends on it [...] 
what they are doing is changing the conditions of social 
life and hence making policy by their own ÒÊÆÓØ̇

Ulrich Beck
(1944 2˾015)

1992 (1986)



®ØdÙÍÎØdÆÑÑdØÈÎÊÓÈỄØd
responsibility?



It is not the scientists; no other issue b˾ar 
perhaps vaccines, has been so controversial 
in society. 



IPCC on the other hand, with its emphasis 
ÔÓd̆ÈÔÓØÊÓØÚØ̇di˾n violation of existing 
Mertonian norms h˾as perhaps contributed 
more harm than doubt.  

Robert K. Merton
(1910 - 2003)



Banishing organized skepticism from science IPCC 
has left room for unorganized skepticism in the 
media turning the dispute into an almost religious 
one 

Letters
Sun 26 Aug 

2018



All that we know 
now was already 
well known in 1979, 
and in the ensuing 
decade we lost our 
chance to tame the 
problem (Nathaniel 
Rich)  



¹ÍÊd×ÊÆÑdÕ×ÔÇÑÊÒdÎØdÙÍÊdÒÊÉÎÆ̃ØdÔÇØÊØØÎÔÓdÜÎÙÍd
̂ÇÆÑÆÓÈỄdÜÍÎÈÍdÔÛÊ×- represent the positions of 
the skeptics 



Climate: a convenient 
distraction?  



Perhaps we could 
change our 
consumption pattern 
ourselves -

- irrespective of 
what deniers and 
president Trump 
choose to do



Č 7,000,000 
reasons to reduce 
the consumption of 
fossil fuels without 
awaiting the climatic 
Armageddon 

WHO: 7 million 
people die every 
year of atmospheric 
pollution (outdoor 
and indoor )



A state of 
exception? 

Increasing 
temperatures, sea 
levels, hurricanes, 
forest fires, 
climatic 
ÒÎÌ×ÆÓÙØ̌dd



Or a convenient 
distraction? 

Source: www.123rf.com



All observations 
require a distinction 

Niklas Luhmann, 
(1926 - 1998) 





Instead of fostering 
ecological sensitivity, a 
status of climatic 
exception boxes 
ecological problem into 
a single planetary 
container, 
where an odourless and 
colourless gas slowly 
increases the 
temperature of the 
planet



This vision risks 
obscuring the messier 
aspects of our impact 
on the planet



Since we need to fight 
all forms of fossil fuel 
we cannot fight the 
dirtiest, from tar 
sands to shale gas 
fracking  



Since we take up a 
fight with fossil 
fuels corporations 
we can fight less 
the agrochemical 
ones 



Financialization of the economy, 
rampant inequality, Bolsonarization of 
democracies, incumbent  geopolitical 
Ù×ÆÓØËÔ×ÒÆÙÎÔÓ̌


