
From the section 'The Demythologization of Science' 

This cognitive disorder rests on the illusion that the knowledge of the individual 

citizen is of less value than the "knowledge" of science. The former is the 

opinion of individuals. It is merely subjective and is excluded from policies. 

The latter is "objective"-defined by science and promulgated by expert 

spokesmen. This objective knowledge is viewed as a commodity which can be 

refined, constantly improved, accumulated and fed into a process, now called 

"decision-making." This new mythology of governance by the manipulation of 

knowledge-stock inevitably erodes reliance on government by people. 

[…] 

Even in the courtroom and in parliament, scientific hearsay – well hidden under 

the veil of expert testimony – biases juridical and political decisions. Judges, 

governments, and voters abdicate thier own evidence about the necessity of 

resolving conflicts in a situation of defined and permanent scarcity and opt for 

further growth on the basis of data which they admittedly cannot fully 

understand. 

[…] 

But closed peer groups cannot be entrusted with self-restraint in furthering their 

expert knowledge. 

[…] 

Scientific measurements may suggest that a certain endeavor threatens a major 

balance of life. Only the informed judgment of a majority of prudent men who 

act on the much more complex basis of everyday evidence can determine how 

to limit individual and social goals. Science can clarify the dimensions of man's 

realm in the universe. Only a political community can dialectically choose the 

dimensions of the roof under which its members will live. 
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