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PROI.OGUE

Backing into the Millennium

"T'tuS 1$ J book IblM the pw.1Ild 1Iboul the ful~ lIboul the Iftm!I In

1 ..tucil_ m*e~ of the pall. and lhe "'"3\'$ WI ..1ucto our .--of
the pall atreca our pQlSlu~ in <r.U"'ll"1lh the ("'un: Tht belic6 lh;1t
5Iup<: our hbloric:lJ IQreslght I~I &.'11l (as G<'Tman phlk>$Qpllef$ put it)
our&uoam'ngsborlzmllfm, Of ·'oo..lromol~:u.Ioo,"Thosehori~
mark limits lO.he fioeld of :leuoo In ..t1~ ill the moment...~ see it as
po65ibleor Dible 10 dur.,e hunun 6rs.and ilO 10 decOde ","!>ldIotour
mo!I~ pnruaI pb an be ~iznI III brL

As _ enIff the 1991ls,!he durd millennium dour aluodai IS tel~

ahead. :and at !his. of :alliunes, Ol'........,en llllgt( exp«llJS 10 I<1ke !IIOd<.
~."QM' our '-oneal ~WOOn in~.md~ fresh ilka;:lbouI
diraUon5 in "'iudllO mQlo'e---f'O( gcW$ ...., an pw1Ue ind....>dI.WIy. bu:
rea5On:lI)lc, and realisliC:unbruom for us 10 e"bace :l'l :l rommunll\'
Il15lead...i,h ~"e5Io1tl~""':lrebaclcll18 1010 a new millennium im
llul" K'T1oos ""eolian .0 .he questions. '-.n.er" stull "'e be. and,,~ j II
Me be In a po5ition 10 go, from the)'nr 2001 onr·1'9.>enft·I~ :!ftO,lhe
sitU3UOl'l ",-as~ In the we 196Os, many _TIl'"f$ Ioepl al;,.." Ihr
pncuce d~ on and debal:~ the p1ospe<J of human~ and
o.oIn.Ine in the neD CtmlUl'J' :and the cortW"@ ""1lennIum. Some ol the
"''nft'5 ..'too patio:iparo In ""-~"""'~ !he C\.It'l'en <rends -.d
o:u4da«lth=I~~ dI:cacit$, $OU1i>...... ""'-f'>n(It.KleDl1lld
pollliallOiecws..-n!hough thee -..,~ lO ~ihauon. BuI
..n:. SIIrl1oe5 us mo!I,lookins bKtc. aIDe bllureollhe5e ..~ 10~
imf'O'"Mll~tll3I ...~ 10 W:t pbcc afler!hey "''rOIIe.bollxfore .heir
large! lI:ue, r>Ol least the re>-iv.oI of fundmlmtali$l religion, '" home and......

SocgJ~~ 15 ofrou~ IlOIOllouslydw1oc'l' E''eIl in the ~Id of
~.do:WIed predkuons are I'Q praaiclbIe lor~ thm I re,..
<21)'5 Wad.1f1d, ifsocial.,.. pol....... b «:&>iqI"noo:n hardtr. lha shoo.oId,
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rome ZS no swpme~~ d",-dJ.h_d~ d tr;ptl ,>

uon-isllOlm..~'gtl",,_~~I05ef\~ZSa~

b;1sas for !he pncbc:aI poIllJCl of !he Ii.oNre Bt, uad de jouI-.:nd hzs,

indt'td,txpWlltddtwl)-;mdtxaetl\''''iI1wrc::apacWI'foriWtUi/:WlSJOCitW
is 50 hmiled.~ 1TlOM ..... "'e (:Ill I'>c:¥ 10~ os lilt UmilS ",min
...llIm "awilablt" hUfTWl rulu~ ht ", bblt rulures an llOllust lho5t
lhal "'e can passiw:Iy fore«lSl, bulll'oo:oe ,,-e C;lO aai\'ely creal<: for
~ de )oIn-eot1 coined a oe'f,' name- Muribles" They.", rumres
"tllrn do I'lOII §,mpl)' hoppen of1brmM/I. buI ClIl be matJllO hoppen, if
..~ mC'M.hilt:odop: "'~ altlilldts and pollC>tS-

Ii(lor.'a/'e _10 r-erognizt' :aod~1ea ...._lIlUtudts and poboa'?"-..dl
formubted lIppioad'llO!he~ reaJw,c ""1t't d r....LabIot fuN,.;
Illes, "'-.chin ,.......llIble lIon>lon'5 d~ llOl depend 00
findlnr8 ..,.,., IOqo.wU)' and 0111"' : cuttn1IlJ"tI'lCB. tha ..~ lna)' Jtr.oe
IO~~ Iiootczsttn. 5Wd< exdl:IIl(le ch:lntlo..or ecoroorne
ln5U. ~.!hequtSillOtl§a/'e. .....,...~posn-~...,:odop;

in rool'OllIIll8!he fWLne> 'Uoa rl~ l;3ll"''e dt\"dop loo-SIg1IIfx:a'M zsptClS
of!he)'f:20:ohtad'And "'1Ia c::apacWI do"''ehr.~IO~wrideaII:>boo.M:
!he ZI-..il:lblt furura?" Those "'flo rtfu>ot 10 lhlllk roht,e'dy i1bouI!he
lUlU"', COfT'eSJlOOdingly, only~ lhot<md\ieS 10 ..~, 1tZI''''S !he
field cleor 10 unre;ll",lc. Imllil:;lnoJ propbo:lS-

Ideally, soc..l or poIi'i<;:Il thoughl is al"~-,; fr-..nc:d by ",alistic horizoos
01 eXpe<:Ulloo, bul • people's :lCIual hortzoos ...ill frequemly be
un=oJistlC. Thus, In Oli,~r Crom,,~lrs \lmt'. """l-' edlloC2led Ens!i5hmen
btlie>-ed ..... God Ito'OUld bnOlllht order oIlhongs 10 an t'nd m lht 16505,
and !hey Iooktd in tilt 800It of IMII'IalJons for .1IIUSlOl\'i 10 1"'llH:enlul)
Engbnd ZS URCIiOC:lIIyZSInj' TtxafI fundamtnlaJ'" Ioob lIJlbo.' for SIpl

d a:l1IrIfTW'leflI f'1lNrt' ofme sa>'td~ bel lhaI!he end of!he..-or1d dKI
llOl ooxur 00 fChtduIt ~' shodoed lRIf"I\ of !hi: ~'OIIh
...xth>ts. but w..!he rneanoitole ~'~ pollOt:S and pbm "'it/un
dtIUK1l)' hoi ....... d~Somedlhtm <:Yen argued lhaIme,Je..-s
should be rtadmiatd 10~ on me grounds lhaI God could rmkr
rtad)' HISApOC;li\-pse, andb,"ld.Ncw~on Engll::ih ~.onIymn
!heCOO\"tQOon of!hep-,;. When Ron.1Id Rnpn <bpptd illl(lRft'lllal-.s
10 !he 1964 Prt:»<.IenIi:aI arnp;lIg1l ;md inCluded among hos txpeCUIlOI'lS •

romlog~,lhertfort,llSltntrs ","h an t::1l' for hlSlOl)' I\t:;lrd in
hiS words some d,smrbiOll tchots of lilt 16505-

Tht hiSlori<;:ll agOOl5llciSm and ihon 1<:rm lhinkiog 01 tilt 1\ll:lOl! rdloo
a general IlI:fI>e llw.,lo<!:l), lht hisloric:IJ horizon is unllSUJ-lly hard lofocus
on, and is shrouded ill fog and~~ in lilt laM quan~.

celIury lw OJI'I\inced peopIt that !he 21XcelIury ...ill rtSefTII* lht 20Ih

.....
ro--en Itss than !he 20Ih oenIUl)' hao '
end d .. en. llOl jus in a~
l't>VSstmII1J ....rna ''1', aoderuri
~2--bot in a dI:eper. hiSloric.1l~
lw ended, and !he htgtmOOl' 011
hundrtd}'nf$, peoplt in Wc:stml
lem 10 belle':-e lhalilltirs was lhe
and manufaauriog was !he "moder
liW !he)' had "modem" scien,,11c a
",bri\~securiryol"modem" oaIiC

and inld~uaI problems In d""ll
fitIds, thdr hfe tmbod""' ralIOl'Il

.mulJllonS.. not ZI'aibblt 10 peopI
lIIbO<OI Mura lh;a e:nsrN bda
~~)'t>VS1l'O many ...~.m

~oonloo-dtca.itlI:aht»
socW ~ndti ..oa a'ldcukural tm

ilfICIlher-Mlor'jO)UJ:s II; rl'ldtnl:

and~ of hiSlloric.1l dIK'orllItIui
be apenenciOlllQ<!aj' VOhen thq
sItoow • belief llw., in !he \a$l; 300
Iud wcceo:ded (in jOltn LOCke',
uodtrbrush llw.SlaOds in lhe ....,.,
only pc'e''l:llt ideologic:IJ and Iht
borh!he Intel~uaI;mdlilt pni
...-ere ready 10 hanoi

TOlbj', !he program d Moder!
cuntI atI)~ likr !he $IITlC (I(

~!heen. ofModtmJr}·1ISdf Rat
lJdt ofModrmc<' sulilklo>-,; 1UOI

II'110anew :ondbtt:ttf...orkl.wr I
Ioo.:lked In !he 19lh een:ur)' hke a
I':lfld.:ond_setmwhZl~ run,.
illtO !he >OCI.1I and C\Ilmrall\lnll
our location. ~ "elY jX(ll«l
momtlUum, and ,,~ nto:d 10 !:Ii

To form re>-$OIUbIe and rtaII
ml.lSl llltrefOl'e begin b)' r«'Ollll
in which lilt Modem protea ..,
sodaI, and hlSroria!assumpllo
sequero:e~ep;s.xk$ tNilw j
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IbcIaroB no the~ J
~ less !han lhe 2O;hcenlul)'!w~Ihe19th Wc:art 110Oo' II !he
end of an en. nOlI lusc In acalendrkal~iOll btlund a lhous:md
years starting wilh a ",", and enterll18 a thousand~ that will st:In with
"T"-bul U1 a deeper. h~oric:id seNe, The poIi'u.wpl'elTlXY of ["ropt
Iw <"OOed. and lhe hegemony of Europ:2ll~ ii mt!llllllOO. fQr 0'0"(1

hundrled~ prople inT~ Europe and Son.h A/nI:ric:I ..=e con
IelI 10 bd~.., tNt theus "''2'1 "'" ...ode", lf8e tNt lhttr "''2\-" oi farm....
and~ ..'21' Ihr -',.illG:"," one. oIiong .-.tIl lhttr medocaI5kl11$,
tNt lhe)' tad "modu" - sc:Jerotic..oo phIIo5ophiClll idea, and lr.'rd in the
~~d -'"",,,10,,,," 1l:IOOn.\Ults 1he)' added :aIIlhttr pnrucal
and lIIldIeo:ual ploblelns '"~ -'"oode",'- "'21''!-. >nd, in a doz,en
fields, thetr life embod>cd raiona/ ..-ays oll~ our poocedures and
.nstIlUlions. nOlI ;n;llbl)k, 10 prople Ulthe .yt'3l\nOU$ $OCioeIies:and~·

SlIlious cuhuf"C$ that ~;sted befoll: [he oge 01 "modemlly"
"""'enry \'e:ll'S >go nuny wrl1ers 1oI1l1 retained thl!! fallh. l1Ieir ronfidem

e~l~ion rot o:leodeli ohead-l!lelr readiness tol3kl' mid·2O;h<eolury
SOXial tmdeoiClCI and CUllur.Jl ~nd5 as Iikdy 10 continue~ !'or
:lOOlher40orSO~ise-idmoedtNL Thq'did IlOI dt!pbY lhe~
:lIld~ fA Iti'lIord dISconunuory ..iUch people in INf"If 6dd$ cbim to

be apt, ic:iOC.... IOCb\' 'I"ben drr proc\1lmed'lhe end d oM" '8)'.!her

~ a behef lha. III me bg 300 yean. n....,x,ii~ and JCIe'IlOe

had flICXftded (III JotIII Loc:ke-s bmous~) III -dewq '"';I)' me
.. lderbcushtha__ III me ..;I)'d....,..~.- In their \"JeW, rI~coWd

mly ~'en ideolog>caI and~I i5Sl>e5 from~ maters,
bod!. the UJtelleau:al and me pnctieal means 01 kmprOlo"1tl8 the hUilWl Ioi
_ ready 10 haod.

Today, the pros""" 01Modemi~ the \-eryro'l«fIl~longer
carrle!l m}1hlng Ilk<' the smle conviction. If:m h~orkal e.... ~ ending. II
is lhe en ofModernity k5e1f. IUlher lhan our being free 10:I$SUme !hal the
lide ofModemily 5llU fIo,.-s suong/y, and tha its momenlllm ..;11 carry Oil

11II03 !'le""and~worid,ourpresenl po&iDm is Ie5I rom/i:IrubIe -..no:.
looked '" !he 19Ih <:enlUl'l' like lIf1lfrn1sr;blr "'~ has <I...,,.~ .. ed in the
sand,and....,~1Oha<l.., ...... "IJO'o"'llFufrom~cOi~'\de,dy
Ro the SClCaI and C\Ikur:a1limrrr.....,~_' ....anded and uocenlln 01
our locaion. The w:ry projm 01 McJdern.., thus~ 10 ha\.., Its
IIlO1iOCiMUIll. and ....,~ 10 fashlOf1 a~ pr<l(p'aIl1.

TolOrm~and reall5dc "horu:ons ol~ion" tod>y, ....,

mUSl rr""dVit: begin 1:1)' reconwucting an::lCCOUill of theci~
In ..tlkh lilt: Modem prQj<:eI"~ronce,,'ed, ,he phl\olsophic:ll. sciel1ufic,
soci:ll. arK! hlsloric:lJ assumpuons on "'hich ;1 ~ed. 300 lhe subsequent
St:'l1UCflCt: 01~ tIw has led 10 our present quandary When art: ....,

\
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to thinII: 01 the ·modem~ a'a as ongtNI""ll' '«'h3t idt'2$ Of :assump:ions.
about naur>e Of 1OClft)'. Juo.oe Wn :II the foundatiOn of the ~"IOdc",·

Jlf08l'3IlI for ho.urwl~, And~ has thew= ifn2&maIlOn
<X:Ime 10 0Ul3"0'" lhe5e ldns Ind -.mpaons' Those ~ the oerlIrai
",_ions _ need to gdde in tha I:>ooi

What
AbO!

Stae""",a like '1bt
.-eona<" 10 a-> 10

on the~ ollJllCldaj
• has n(a already~
word ""IOdo"n, Ind

It:b§e lhe5e"'_~
0f18lIl d ,,1Odc.. '"
lI'IO'O'elIbIe l)pr'. _

~od>n$lOl

the Allie, on Of Frendl
5W1 lor akw onl)' III
nseof"lllOdemsn III

10ft!~ the prOIpl:I
depondenI:II iIS end
iIS ~n: ..1th
~d-'pall·1lIOl.il:rt

core of the "modem
'modem" -...orld.
lnone~,the Idd

For:ad\'efm(n of COlllIlI

the blat Ihing. " "'""
an: li\'tllll in aron$UlTlp-"'xnse.lhen.un:~

<llher. 50 thai ModcmiII
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